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Playground Improvement & Safety Policy
The centre must ensure that the buildings and grounds and all equipment and furnishings used in operating the centre are maintained in a safe, clean and hygienic condition and in good repair.

The centre must ensure the following safety strategies:

· Play space

· Adequate soft fall

· Maintenance equipment

· Appropriate equipment

· Supervision

· Guard rails

· Trip and slip hazards

· Drowning hazards

· Appropriate ground surfaces

· Equipment in appropriate locations

· Sun protection - see Sun Smart Policy

· Age appropriate activities and spaces

· Separate quiet, creative areas

· Potential entrapment

· Pinch points or sharp edges.
Purchase of equipment will comply with the Australian Standards AS 4685 and AS/NZS 4422. 
All work is carried out by either Nillumbik Shire or Committee of Management through working bees in accordance with relevant standards. 
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/principals/spag/infrastructure/Documents/schoolplaygroundguide.docx
“Schools are required to ensure that all playgrounds comply not only with the information in these Guidelines, but also with the current Australian Standards, in particular, AS/NZS 4486.1:1997. 

The Australian Standard AS/NZS 4486.1:1997-Playgrounds and Playground Equipment. Part 1: Development, Installation, Inspection, Maintenance and Operation, is designed to minimise the risk of injury to children using playgrounds by providing guidelines for sitting and developing playgrounds, product information requirements, instructions and operating procedures intended to support sound playground design, the selection of appropriate equipment and to minimise operational hazards. The Standard is intended for use by designers, manufacturers and installers of playground equipment, as well as operators of the playground.”

Source
Children’s Services Regulations, Department of Education and Early Childhood Development, Victoria (2009, amended 2012)

Guidelines for School Playgrounds. State of Victoria (Department of Education and Early Childhood Development) 2012

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/principals/spag/infrastructure/Documents/schoolplaygroundguide.docx
Referenced National Quality Standards
· Quality Area 2 – Children’s Health & Safety

· 2.1 
Each child’s health is promoted.
· 2.3 
Each child is protected.
· Quality Area 3 – Physical Environment

· 3.1 
The design & location of the premises is appropriate for the operation of a 

service.
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