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Water Safety Policy
Policy Statement

Meruka Child Care Co-operative is committed to providing a stimulating program that children can engage with and learn from. We believe water play is an important play experience that provides children with many learning opportunities across several developmental areas. We are committed to providing children with safe water play opportunities whilst they attend Meruka Child Care Co-operative.  
Rationale

Meruka Child Care Co-operative recognises the sensory benefits gained by children engaged in safe water play activities. Our centre believes that water play is essential in developing literacy and numeracy skills as well as scientific discovery abilities and environmental awareness in children while assisting them in their fine motor skills as they learn to grasp, measure, pour, discover the basic concept of water displacement and water energy and experiment with diffusion. 

Similarly, we also recognise and understand that a child can drown in as little as 5cm of water and we take our responsibility to provide a safe, resource rich learning environment seriously. 

Further we recognise that water has the capacity to be a heavy material and as such require educators to follow appropriate OH&S guidelines relating to back care and safety of equipment when moving vessels containing water.

Strategies and Practices

In relation to water play at Meruka Child Care Co-operative we will:
· Ensure that all water carrying vessels that can reasonably present a drowning hazard for children are supervised at all time that water is present with them

· Ensure that children are encouraged to safely explore the properties of water, building water safety messages in our programming as appropriate

· Seek assistance from families in providing a spare set of clothing for their child in the event that the child becomes uncomfortably wet during a session of water play

· Minimise water waste and reinforce the water conservation message by ensuring that only such water as is required to undertake a programmed water play activity play activity is placed within the vessel.  We will further ensure that our programming reflects the appropriate environmental water-wise message when water play activities are planned. 

· Ensure that all water carrying vessels that can reasonably present a drowning hazard for children are emptied at the end of each water play activity are removed from access by children or are stored in a safe way so that children can’t access the water

· Ensure that all water carrying vessels are emptied and allowed to dry thoroughly at the end of each water play activity to prevent the build-up of potentially harmful bacteria and mould
· Ensure children thoroughly wash and dry their hands following the Centres procedures after each water play activity to reduce the risk of cross infections

· Ensure that water carrying vessels can be easily emptied by educators to minimise manual handling

· Ensure educators don’t carry water carrying vessels that contain a large amount of water (these vessels should have wheels)

· Ensure educators use small buckets to add water to water carrying vessels to minimise manual handling.

Links to other Meruka Child Care Co-operative Policies and Procedures
· Hygiene and Infection Control

· Child Protection

· Occupational Health and Safety

· Program Planning 
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Related Policies/Legislation
· Education and Care Services National Law 2010

· Education and Care Services National Regulations 2011
· Occupational Health and Safety Act 2004


Referenced National Quality Standards
· Quality Area 2 – Children’s Health & Safety

· 2.1
Each child’s health is promoted.
· 2.3
Each child is protected.
· Quality Area 3 – Physical Environment

· 3.1
The design and location of the premises is appropriate for the operation of 

a service.
· 3.2 
The environment is inclusive, promotes competence, independent 


exploration and learning through play.
· Quality Area 4 – Staffing arrangements

· 4.2 
Educators, coordinators and staff have the skills and knowledge to support 

children’s learning, health, safety and wellbeing.
· Quality Area 7 – Leadership & Service Management

· 7.3
Management & administrative systems enable the effective provision of a 

quality service.
· 7.6
Information is exchanged with families on a regular basis.
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