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Movement of Children between Rooms Policy
Where possible, children are moved to the appropriate section according to age. 

This is governed by:
· The availability of care
· The developmental needs of the child. 
· Ensuring the service provides the appropriate child to educator ratio in each room/area.
Throughout the year staff will assess a child’s readiness to move up to the next room, and will discuss this with the parents. Every effort will be made to accommodate the child’s needs and parent’s wishes in regard to moving up or remaining in a room. To ensure Meruka continues to provide the best care possible for all children, such decisions are made in the interest of all children’s health and wellbeing. Other factors that also need to be considered when determining a child’s readiness to move rooms are;

· The age of the child, to ensure the service maintains legislated child to educator ratios.
· The developmental readiness of the child, to ensure the health and wellbeing of all children are met.

· The room has a vacancy for all required days. Children cannot attend the service in different rooms on different days, to ensure the service can provide consistent care to all children.
Once the above factors have been considered the eldest child who is ready to move rooms will be offered the space first.
The overall Centre occupancy rate and needs of children across all rooms must be taken into consideration when moving children between groups.
Referenced National Quality Standards
· Quality Area 1 – Educational program and practice
· 1.1
An approved learning framework informs the development of a curriculum that enhances each child’s learning and development.

· Quality Area 2 – Children’s health and safety
· 2.3
Each child is protected.
· Quality Area 3 – Physical environment
· 3.2
The environment is inclusive, promotes competence, independent exploration and learning through play.
· Quality Area 4 – Staffing arrangements
· 4.1
Staffing arrangements enhance children’s learning and development and ensure their safety and wellbeing.

· 4.2 
Educators, co-ordinators and staff members are respectful and ethical.
· Quality Area 5 – Relationships with children
· 5.1
Respectful and equitable relationships are developed and maintained with each child.

· 5.2 
Each child is supported to build and maintain sensitive and responsive relationships with other children and adults.
· Quality Area 6 – Collaborative partnerships with families and communities
· 6.1
Respectful supportive relations with families are developed and maintained.
· 6.2 
Families are supported in their parenting role and their values are beliefs about child rearing are respected.
· Quality Area 7 – Leadership & Service Management

· 7.1 
Effective leadership promotes a positive organisational culture and builds a professional learning community.
· 7.2
There is a commitment to continual improvement.
· 7.3
Management & administrative systems enable the effective provision of a quality service.
· 7.6
Information is exchanged with families on a regular basis.
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