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Head Lice Policy

Head lice (Pediculosis) are not a notifiable condition, and head lice do not transmit any infectious disease. Head lice are however, transmitted by having head to head contact with someone who has head lice and this happens frequently in families, school and child care centres.

Information in this policy has been compiled from both the Department of Health 2012 and the National Health and Medical Research Council www.nhmrc.gov.au  

Detection of Head lice

If a staff member suspects a child to have live lice (either due to the child scratching their head repeatedly, or the visible signs of lice or eggs), one staff member in the presence of the centre co-ordinator can check the child’s hair once only during a given day. Repeated checks may cause unnecessary distress and concern for the child.

Upon detection of Head Lice, the parents shall be contacted by phone advising of the detection. Parents will not be expected to remove their child from care on that day.

Exclusion from Childcare

If a child is found to have untreated head lice at the centre, at the conclusion of the childcare day, the child’s parents will be given a written note informing them that their child has had head lice detected, and that the child needs to have a head lice treatment commenced prior to them returning to the childcare centre.

Responsibility of parents

It is expected that all parents and families attending Meruka will:

· Check their child’s hair for head lice on a weekly basis
· Have their child’s hair tied back if long to reduce the chance of transmission
· Advise the centre co-ordinator if their child is found to have live lice and when appropriate treatment was commenced
· Not return children (who have detected head lice) to childcare until an approved head lice treatment has been commenced
· Continue checking their child’s hair every 2 days (after the head lice treatment) until no lice are found for 10 consecutive days.
Responsibility of staff

It is expected that all staff at Meruka:

· Only perform head lice checks on children whose parents have signed and consented to staff checking their child.

· Conduct head lice checks on children out of the view of other children, to help reduce the stigma and maintain confidentiality.

· Reduce head-to-head contact between all children during activities when staff are aware that a child at the centre has head lice.

· Maintain a sympathetic attitude and avoid stigmatizing / blaming families who are experiencing difficulties in controlling head lice occurrences.
· Ensure the privacy of individual children and families is maintained by not identifying to other children or parents if a child has head lice.

· Support all parents and children by providing all parents/families a copy of the Treating and Controlling Head Lice Sheet (www.health.vic.gov.au/headlice) when any child at the centre has head lice detected.

· Attend professional development sessions on head lice management in childcare.
Treatment

There is no single treatment that kills 100% of head lice and eggs. Therefore, whichever treatment parents choose, they should be aware that it can take time and persistence to get rid of a child’s head lice. Repeated treatments or different treatment options may be required to effectively treat a child for head lice.
Additional information about head lice and treatment options is available on the following website: http://www.health.vic.gov.au/headlice/html
Referenced National Quality Standards
· Quality Area 2 – Children’s Health and Safety
· 2.1
Each Child’s health is promoted.
· Quality Area 4 – Staffing Arrangements

· 4.2
Educators, coordinators and staff have the skills and knowledge to support 

children’s learning, health, safety and wellbeing.

· Quality Area 6 – Collaborative Partnerships with Families & Communities

· 6.2
Families are supported in their parenting role and their values and beliefs 

about child rearing are respected.
· 6.3 
The service collaborates with other organizations and service providers to 

enhance children’s learning and wellbeing.
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