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Pets & Animals Policy
Policy Statement
Meruka educators and staff will take all necessary precautions to ensure the safety of children in the service when pets/domestic animals are resident or visiting.
Rationale

Meruka Childcare Co-operative recognises that animals can provide positive experiences for children. Pets help children from a young age to learn to care for other living things. They can teach a sense of responsibility, caring and tolerance. They can offer many opportunities for developing observational skills and basic natural science experiences. There are however risks that may be posed by contact with pets and animals, such as injuries, infections and allergies. 
The implementation of this policy aims to ensure that all safety hazards posed by resident or visiting animals are considered and safety precautions implemented. It also aims to ensure that the safety and care of the animals are considered.
General Guidelines
· Discussions shall take place with families in regard to any allergies, fears or phobias that children may have in regard to animals/pets. 

· All animals in the service (whether visiting or permanent) will be kept clean and healthy with regular worming and vaccination where appropriate. 

· Educators will ensure that play areas within the service are free from animal hair or excrement. 
· Educators will ensure that any food for pets will exclude those with known allergens in line with Meruka’s Nuts Aware Environment Policy and Anaphylaxis Policy to ensure children will not come into contact with allergens.
· Any direct contact with animals must be closely supervised by the educator and be under their control e.g. holding rabbit or guinea pig etc.

· Educators are to ensure that children wash their hands thoroughly after touching the animals or food for animals. On the occasion that animals are in the children’s rooms, educators will also ensure that tables are disinfected before any meal sitting. 

· Educators will ensure that animal food bowls and litter trays etc. are inaccessible to children and are kept in a hygienic condition. Children will be supervised closely if involved with providing food and/or water for the animal. 

· Birdcages are not to be kept in food preparation areas. Feathers, droppings and seeds are to be cleared away at regular intervals. Cages are not to be cleaned while children are in the service and should be wet down before cleaning. 

· Educators will take into account the ages, experience and skills of the children when including animals into the children’s learning environment. 

· Educators will include educating the children about the care and respect of animals as part of their programming when animals are part of the service. 
Resident Pets
· Any new pet should be examined by a vet and given appropriate immunisation. 

· The pet's enclosures should be kept clean at all times. 

· Pets should be examined on a weekly basis for the presence of parasites.
· Responsibility for the care of the pet on the weekends and during closure time shall be clearly defined.
Relevant Documents/Links

· Education and Care Services National Regulations 2011 (Vic) 

· Education and Care Services National Law 2010 (Vic)
· Public Health and Wellbeing Act 2008 (Vic)
· Public Health and Wellbeing Regulations 2009
· Occupational Health and Safety Act 2004 (Vic)

· Occupational Health and Safety Regulations 2007 (Vic)

· Staying healthy in Childcare (NHMRC 4th edition, 2005)
Links to other MCCC Policies and Procedures

· Anaphylaxis Policy
· Asthma Policy

· Medical Conditions

· Health Policy
· Nuts Aware Environment Policy
Referenced National Quality Standards
· Quality Area 2 – Children’s Health & Safety

· 2.3
Each child is protected.
· Quality Area 4 – Staffing arrangements

· 4.1
Staffing arrangements enhance children’s learning and development and ensure their safety and wellbeing.
· 4.2 
Educators, coordinators and staff members are respectful and ethical.
· Quality Area 6 – Collaborative partnerships with families and communities
· 6.1
Respectful supportive relations with families are developed and maintained.
· 6.2
Families are supported in their parenting role and their values and beliefs about child rearing are respected.
· Quality Area 7 – Leadership & Service Management

· 7.3
Management & administrative systems enable the effective provision of a quality service.
· 7.6
Information is exchanged with families on a regular basis.
Resident Pet Details
Pet Type: Fish

Pet Name: All called “Fishy”




Veterinary Care provided by: TBC
Enclosure location: Fish tank in babies room  

Responsible Educator: Trisha and Leanne
(Note:  This individual shall be person with primary responsible for ensuring that appropriate food and water is supplied, the pet enclosure is maintained in a clean and well supervised environment, veterinary care is scheduled and conducted as well as ensuring that weekend/holiday leave is arranged)
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