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Interactions with Children

Policy Statement
Meruka Child Care Co-operative believes in building positive relationships with all children. We aim to develop positive relationships by being responsive and promoting children’s sense of security and belonging. We as educators aim to care and educate each child through interactions that are meaningful, caring, respectful, warm and friendly. 
Rationale
Meruka Child Care Co-operative recognises that any interactions between child and educator can have a profound effect on the child’s self-esteem and overall development. We as educators understand the important role we have in a child’s life and therefore aim to care and educate each child through interactions that are meaningful, caring, respectful, warm and friendly. In doing this we hope to pass on the same values and attitudes to the children in their own future interactions. 

Strategies and Practice

In order to maintain positive interactions with children our service and educators will:
· Encourage children to express themselves and their opinions 

· Give all children the opportunity to become self-reliant and to develop self-esteem

· Give children guidance as to positive and responsible behaviour

· Ensure the children have their dignity and rights maintained at all times, specifically excluding any child management techniques that include punishment that humiliates, frightens or threatens them
· Ensure children are not isolated for any reason other than illness or a pre-arranged appointment with parental consent

· Acknowledge and respect each child’s family values

· Support all children in their learning experiences 

· Give children emotional support

· Interact with all children in a warm and friendly manner.
As well as the above key points Meruka educators will:
· Ensure mealtimes are relaxed and unhurried and educators will take the time to sit and talk with the children. Babies in highchairs are put around the table like the other children not off to the side. 
· Encourage children to initiate conversations about their experiences inside and outside the service as what is happening around them , express their ideas and feelings, share humour with the Meruka educators and seek assistance as they take on new challenges and try to do things for themselves

· Respond sensitively and appropriately to children’s efforts to communicate and engage them in sustained conversation s about their interests in a positive manner

· Ensure educators are knowledgeable in the communication strategies and non-verbal cues of babies and toddlers and staffing and grouping arrangements within the service will support the development of trusting relationships between educators, babies and toddlers to allow them to feel safe and secure while at the service
· Participate in children’s play using children’s cues to guide their level of involvement while always maintaining a positive approach when responding to children and offering assistance 

· Encourage children to respect others and their belongings. 

References
· Guide to the National Quality Standards – from www.acecqa.gov.au
· Child Wellbeing and Safety Act 2005

· Education and Care Services National Regulations

Relevant Legislation may include but is not limited to
· Education and Care Services National law 2012

· Education and Care Services National Regulations

· National Quality Standard

· Child Wellbeing and Safety Act 2005

· Occupational Health and Safety Act 2004

Links to other Meruka Child Care Co-operative Policies and Procedures
· Behaviour Guidance

· Child Protection

· Occupational Health and Safety

· Program Planning 

Referenced National Quality Standards
· Quality Area 4 – Staffing Arrangements

· 4.2 
Educators, Co-ordinators and staff have the skills and knowledge to support 

children’s learning, health, safety and wellbeing.
· 4.3    Educators, Co-ordinators and staff are respectful & ethical.
· Quality Area 5 – Relationships with Children

· 5.1   Respectful and equitable relationships are developed and maintained with              
 
      each child.
· 5.2    Each child is supported to build and maintain sensitive and responsive  
         relationships with other children and adults.
· 5.3    Each child’s behaviour, interactions and relationships are guided effectively.
· Quality Area 7 – Leadership & Service Management
· 7.3  
Management & administrative systems enable the effective provision of a 
       quality service.
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